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PRESIDENT HEINENAN: Thank you, Senator hguilar. The motion
before you i s to select a committee of five to escort the
Ooveraor. All those ia favor please say aye. T hose opposed
nay. The motion is adopted. Th e Chair would appoint the
followiaW committee: Senator Jensen, Senator Landis, Senator
Raikes, Senator Schimek, and Senator Wehrbein. Will you pLease
retire to the Oovernor's Office. The Chair will recoynise the
Seryeaat a t A r ms.

SERGEANT AT ARNE: Nr. President, your committee now escortiaO
the Covernor of the Creat state of Nebraska, Nike Johanna, and
his wife, Stephanie. (Applause)

PRESIDENT EEINENAN: The Chair nov recoyaises the Ooveraor of
the Creat state of Nebraska, Oovernor Nike Johanna.

OOVERNOR JOEANNS: Nr. President, Nr. Speaker, members of th e
Leyislature, ch airmen and representatives of the Omaha,
WinnebaSo, and Ponce Tribes, distinOuished Cuesta, frieads, and
fellow Nebraskans. tive ye ars aSo, I stood before you as a
newly elected Oovernor. Whether we had years of state service
under our belts or ju st a few hours, we never could have
predicted the events that vould unfold in such a short period of
time. We aow collectively look back. We' ve seen terrorist
attacks on our land. We ve mourned toyether as a nation. And
today we pause in Sratitude to the soldiers who have bravely
ansvered the call to defend our couatry. Nore than 1,200 of
Nebraska s sons aad daughters have accepted that duty since
9-11, eiOht of vhom have Siven their lives to protect our
freedom. We are forever grateful for their commitment and for
their service. We pledye never to forOet them. Our reflection
on recent years also reveals an economic hubble that burst. The
economic perfect storm strucki aad it devastated state budgets
from California to Connecticut. The recession was not only as
bad as we' ve seen since World War II, it was stubborn, aad month
after month it would not loosea its Orip. As I' ve traveled the
• tate over the last two years, I 've been asked, are people
Siviny up? I' m proud to say that my answer has been, not only
are Nebraskans aot Oiviay up, they are fiShtinS to keep SoiaS,
like our ancestors who were pioneers, and like our citiseas who
fouyht back from the Creat Depression. S o today, in order to
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